American Culture of 1800s that influence Sport in America
U.S. citizens lived on both the East and West Coast

Population boom from 17million in 1840 to 50 million in 1880

Urban areas grew 

Discoveries and inventions lead to large mills and factories

Steel and gasoline fuel industrial boom

Railroads traveled country quickly - moving people/manufactured goods

Information traveled via railroad and telegraph

Civil War divided country – major loss of life; everyone effected

14th Amendment to the US Constitution allowed equal access and participation to sports (for a time)

Improvements in farm technology required fewer workers

People moved to the big cities

More income from new jobs allowed for more "free time"

Immigrants brought "games" from their homeland

Protestant values – work is “righteous”, saving is essential, Sunday activities were limited

Feelings of being an “American”

Technology and Sport
Inventions like the Bicycle/Roller Skates made new activities possible

Incandescent Light Bulb - Major impact on Urban Social Life

Madison Square Garden (NY City) - light bulbs installed 1882, completely electrified by 1885

Railroads allowed for team travel - First Pro Baseball team Cincinnati Red Stockings - 1869 traveled throughout the country on RR

Harvard's baseball team travelled RR in 1870

Telegraph in 1844 allowed people throughout country to receive news "instantaneously" (boxing, horse racing, trotting and yachting contests)

1880s - Communication revolution of the telegraph increased number of journalists covering sports
Weekly and monthly magazines included sports news

Elias Howe's sewing machine helped produce uniforms

Charles Goodyear - improved elasticity and resiliency of rubber balls, as well as tennis and golf balls

Machinery and improved techniques made possible the production of balls, bats and other sport equipment which met specific standards of size, weight and shape.

Mass production of sporting goods made equipment less expensive

Foundation for Professional Sports
Initially needed 3 things: 

1) Playing arena (indoors/outdoors)

2) Spectators

3) Commercialization of Sport

To be considered a Sport (In Modern Era) 
· Rules - formal, standardized, written

· Competition - National/International

· Organization - Local/Regional/National

· Role Differentiation - Separates Professionals from everyone else

· Public Information - Newspaper, guidebooks, magazines

· Statistics/Records - Kept, Published
Professional Sports of the Period
Baseball

Horse Racing/Trotting

Boxing

Rowing
