Boxing
Existed throughout the early years of the United States.

Typically done with bare fists
Late 1800s – “Men’s only” entertainment - tradesmen, laborers, factory workers

· Working class identified with fighters - appreciated "Brute" strength

Upper class discouraged the sport and used their influence to outlaw it in many parts of the country.

Fight Club style - fought in barns, warehouses and at sea

Becomes “Professional” - Marquis of Queensbury's code – John Douglas (9th Marquis of Queensbury) – officially written by John Graham Chambers (published in 1867, London, England)
1889 rules were adopted in the U.S. and Canada

· 3 minute rounds
· 10 Count for boxers knocked to the ground

· Outlawed certain punches
· Boxers wore gloves
John L. Sullivan (Boston Strong Boy) – 1st Heavyweight champion of gloved boxing in America; Professional record 40-1-2 – said to have won over 450 matches in lifetime
(Sullivan-Kilrain fight-1889 last bare knuckle fight, lasted75 rounds – over 2 hours and 15 min.)

James J. (Gentleman Jim) Corbett - very skilled and charismatic helped bring respectability to the sport; “Father of Modern Boxing”
Professional record 11-4-3
