Harry Harlow- 

Experimented with monkeys in determining an understanding of attachment.

Experiment – 

Baby chimps put into cages with 2 “surrogate” mothers (both were made of wire). One of the surrogates had food (milk) and the other was wrapped in terry cloth but no food. 

The prevailing belief at the time was that the baby chimp would go to the surrogate mother with the food, since this is necessary for basic survival. 

Harlow observed that the baby chimps would cling to the surrogate mother with covered in terry cloth, even to the point of starvation.

While Harlow has been criticized for suggesting this can be translated to human infants, other research indicates that strong emotional attachment in early in life between a caregiver and an infant is very important.
