History of Baseball
Alexander Cartwright - credited with inventing the modern game of baseball (1845)
· Bank employee

· Volunteer firefighter

· Charter Member of the Knickerbocker Baseball Club 

Developed from the English/Irish game of "Rounders"

Cartwright standardized the game:

· Dimensions of infield - bases set at 90 feet
· Specified equipment to be used - balls, bats
· Number of players that make up a team - 9
· Assigned responsibilities/positions - placement of infielders 1st, 2nd, 3rd and SS adequate coverage in the infield, OF provided good defensive play and hitter a chance for base hit
· Listed the conditions and rules under which the game would be played - outs made by throwing the ball to a base, 3 outs and switch, 9 inning game
Knickerbocker club played "pick-up" games, mainly for enjoyment, camaraderie and exercise.  Considered a "gentlemen's game".  Players were fined for swearing, disputing umpire's calls and showing up drunk at games.

Baseball sprang up in large cities: 

Buffalo, NY - late 1850s

Detroit - 1857

New Orleans - 1859

San Francisco - 1861

Cincinnati - 1866

Cedar Rapids, Iowa - 1866
During Civil War (1861-1865) baseball played in army and prison camps, both North and South.

1867 - National Association of Baseball Players approved ban on African-Americans seeking membership.  This attitude mirrored American society.
1869 - Cincinnati Red Stockings became first team to "hire" players for the purpose of playing baseball games.

Played teams throughout the country and had a record of 56-0-1.  Outscored their opponents by nearly 1800 runs, traveled almost 12,000 miles and over 200,000 people witnessed their games.
National Association of Baseball Players 1869 - classified players as professionals separate from amateurs:

Section 7. All players who play base-ball for money, or who shall at any time receive compensation for their services as players, shall be considered professional players and all others shall be regarded as amateur players.
National Association of Professional Baseball Clubs - 1876; the new organization was not ruled by players but now by an organization of clubs.  
Function:

1)  Form leagues
2) Secure Grounds
3) Erect Grandstands



4) Lease and Own property
5) Make schedules
6) Pay salaries

7) Assess fines

8) Discipline players
9) Make contracts

10) Control the sport in all its relations to the public

11) Require of them the very best performance of which they were capable

First clubs in the league:
 Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, Cincinnati, Hartford, Louisville, New York and St. Louis.
Membership limited to cities with at least 75,000 people.

Clubs issued contracts to players; and forbid contract-breaking; other rules included no gambling and drinking alcohol on club grounds and no Sunday games.

