
Language

Building block of language

· phoneme - smallest distinctive sound unit like a vowel or consonant (aaa, ccc)
· morpheme - smallest unit that carries meaning like a suffix or a prefix (ed, pre, ist)
· grammar - system of rules that enable communication
· semantics - a set of rules to derive meaning (adding ed to a word makes it past tense)
· syntax - rules for making words into sentences (nouns before verbs, adjective before nouns)
Language Acquisition

· Noam Chomsky – Nativist theory - that children are born with the ability to learn a specific language, based on their genetics (nature side)
· BF Skinner - children learn a language through association, imitation, modeling (nurture side)
· Benjamin Whorf –(Linguistic Relativity hypothesis) aka Linguistic Determinism = believed that our language abilities structure the way we can think...think about how our thinking and understanding of the world changes as our vocabulary increases with age
Language Stages

Babbling and Cooing = 3-4 months - utter sounds

One-Word Stage = 1 year - utter single words...up, more, no

Two-word stage =2 years - utter 2 word statements

Telegraphic speech= 4 years - child speaks like a telegram...verb before noun “goes dad”

Overregulazation of words - not knowing the rules of grammar...” I sittted down”


